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         After 12 years, the Digicel TT Foundation continues to drive profound change across the country 

in its focus areas of community development, special needs and digital citizenship.

Having invested $7.4million in 604 projects, impacting 253,726 lives to date, the work done by the 

Foundation’s CEO, Penny Gomez and her team, guided by Chairwoman, Desha Clifford, exemplifies our 

belief that as Digicel grows, so too must the communities we serve.” -Denis O’Brien, Founder

Denis O’Brien
Founder
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Desha Clifford
Chairperson

         “This has been another eventful year for the Foundation, and in terms of the Board, we had a 

strong focus on governance and compliance, as we seek to continuously improve the way we operate, 

to maximise the outputs of the Foundation. Our programmes very much took centre-stage during the 

period and there’s nothing like seeing them come to life, after going through the robust screening by 

the Foundation. The year was also a  lesson in partnerships with the advent of Shell Trinidad and 

Tobago and the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints on board and of course our greatest 

partners to date – the staff of the Digicel Trinidad & Tobago.

I want to commend the Foundation’s operational team for the outstanding work they did this year and 

I want to thank my fellow Directors for the keen oversight they gave on the projects and the support 

they showed to the Foundation and our partners. Trinidad &Tobago is all the better for your efforts.” 

-Desha Clifford, Chairperson
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Penny Gomez
CEO
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         It never fails to escape us that we are in the enviable and super grateful position for 12 years 

and counting to make differences big and small in communities that feel overlooked and unheard.

In all three areas of our investment: special needs; community development and digitalisation, the 

biggest compliment our beneficiaries and partners pay to us, is just taking advantage of the improved 

infrastructure, utilizing the equipment or participating in the programmes, so that in turn they make their 

communities the kind of places that they wish to have wholesome lives.” -Penny Gomez, CEO



“WH EN  F AC ED  W I T H  AN

OP POR TUN I T Y  TO  DO  SOME TH I NG

OR  DO  NO TH I NG ,

CHOOS E  TO  AC T . ”
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Our Mission We aim to partner with 

public, private and the non-profit sectors, to 

implement programmes that transform 

communities, encourage digital citizenship 

and improve opportunities for persons with 

disabilities.

Our Vision At the Digicel Foundation we 

aim to invest in sustainable development 

programmes for the sole purpose of 

building stronger more resilient communities 

in the countries where we operate.

OUR PILLARS
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OUR VISION AND MISSION

COMMUNITY

DEVELOPMENT 

SPECIAL

NEEDS

DIGITAL

CITIZENSHIP

STAFF

ENGAGEMENT



IMPACT OVERVIEW
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253,726
PERSONS IMPACTED

7.4 Million USD
SPENT ON INITIATIVES TO DATE

604
PROJECTS
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SPECIAL NEEDS SPECIAL OLYMPICS WORLD GAMES
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The Special Olympics Trinidad and 

Tobago (SOTT) National Athletes 

really did #blazethetrail at the 2023 

Special Olympics World Games in 

Berlin.

The athletes participated in 42 events and 

brought home 20 medals - 7 Gold, 5 

Silver, 8 Bronze, along with 13 ribbons 

for special achievement.

We’re so proud of our team and we’re 

ready to support them on their next journey 

to World Games; Italy in 2025.



SPECIAL NEEDS SOTT NATIONAL GAMES
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Annually, the Special Olympics Trinidad and Tobago (SOTT) hosts its National Games to 

promote inclusion, empowerment, and athletic excellence among persons with intellectual 

disabilities. The competitive events took place over a month at varying venues throughout Trinidad and 

Tobago. The athletes competed in 7 disciplines – football, basketball, equestrian, aquatics, athletics, 

bocce, and powerlifting.

As the athletes showcase their individual and team skills at the National Games, it presents an 

opportunity to shortlist the contingent to participate in the Special Olympics World Games, which 

takes place bi-annually.



SPECIAL NEEDS
NATIONAL THERAPEUTIC

AND RESOURCE CENTRE 
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The National Therapeutic and 

Resource Centre (NTRC) is a 

multidisciplinary resource centre which 

offers therapy and rehabilitation for 

persons with disabilities. The Digicel 

Foundation joined forces with the Ministry of 

Social Development and Family Services, to 

fund equipment for physical therapy, 

occupational therapy, behavioural and 

speech therapy.  These resources will outfit 

the Adult Therapy Gym and Paediatric 

Therapy Gym.  The funding will also cover 

furniture for an Adult Daily Living suite and 

computer equipment and accessories for an 

NGO Resource Room.

The Digicel Foundation invested over 

TT$400,000 (US$59,259) in this phase of 

the public-private sector partnership.



“WE  AR E  NO T  PU T  ON

TH I S  E AR TH  FOR  OUR S E LV E S ,

B U T  A R E  P LAC ED  H E R E

FOR  EACH  O TH ER . ”
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What an EPIC year for new partnerships!

The Digicel Foundation teamed up with Shell Trinidad and Tobago to offer TT$1 million (US$148,148) in 

grant funding to 10 NGOs. Partners used the funding to implement EPIC projects which fell within three 

focus areas – Agriculture, Environment and Renewable Energy.  After nine years, there are now 150 

EPIC projects in T&T with an investment of TT$7.2 million (US$1.1 million) directly impacting

88,000 persons.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
EXTRAORDINARY PROJECTS

IMPACTING COMMUNITIES

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Bkx0yqEQog


Barataria Community

Council

Drip-to-waste

Hydroponics System

Brazil Village

Farmers’ Group

Agro-Processing and

Packaging House 

Canaan Bon Accord

Sports Club 
Crab Farm

Caribbean Agricultural

Research and Development

Institute (CARDI)

Bird Squawker

Sound-Deterrent System

Deltones Institute for

Steel Drums and Music

Drip-to-waste

Hydroponics System 

Naparima College

Interact Club
Solar Ponics

Rabbit Husbandry and

animal feed pelletization 

Solar Powered Drip-to-waste

Hydroponics System 

Solar Powered Drip-to-waste

Hydroponics System 

One Seed for

Change

Original Trinitario Cocoa

Education Foundation

St. Mary’s Police

Youth Club

T&T Chapter of the

Association for Energy

Engineers & Soroptimist

International, Esperance 

Solar-Powered Cocoa

Storage Unit 

Barataria

Brazil Village

Canaan, Tobago 

Goldsborough,

Tobago 

Siparia

San Fernando

Heights of

Guanapo & Aripo

Mt. Hope

Moruga 

Barrackpore 

PARTNER PROJECT COMMUNITY
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EPIC 2023-2024 PROJECTSCOMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
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At the Digicel Foundation we remain committed to supporting and empowering women 

and youth in vulnerable situations. Through a partnership with the Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter-day Saints, we provided TT875,000 (US129,630) in funding to install tech labs at New Life 

Ministries Rehabilitation Centre for women, Tabitha’s Home for Women and Children and Is There Not a 

Cause (ITNAC). The collaboration will also fund upgrades to residential suites at Tabitha’s Home in 

Tobago and the development of an Outreach Centre in downtown Port of Spain for ITNAC. The 

project - HER - is meant to Help Empower Reinvent women and youth in vulnerable situations. These 

projects are essentially developing safe and supportive environments while creating opportunities for 

women and youth as they navigate through life’s challenges.

HELP.EMPOWER.REINVENT COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT



“ A T  T H E  D I G I C E L  FOUNDA T I ON

WE  A R E  MOR E  T HAN  A  S PON SOR

WE  A R E  A  P A R TN E R . ”
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“The Technology in Education Centres is another way of lighting up our panyards. It is a 

way to empower and unearth new talent in our youth which aligns to the Katzenjammers 

20-year-old vision statement ‘Pan out your fullest Potential’. If we pour positive ideas into 

our children, we will see the changes we want to see in our communities,”

Beverley Ramsey-Moore, President of PanTrinbago.

CULTURE AND TECHNOLOGYDIGITAL CITIZENSHIP
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In Trinidad and Tobago, we celebrated World Steel Pan Day with a bang!  The Digicel Foundation 

announced to the media and stakeholders that an investment of TT$540,000 (US$80,000) will go toward 

the development of tech centres at eight pan yards - Pandemonium, Trinidad All Stars, Valley Harps, NLCB 

Fonclaire, Curepe Scherzando, T&TEC Tropical Angel Harps, NGC Couva Joylanders and Katzenjammers 

in Tobago. Each pan yard received five computers, a printer, desks, chairs and 1 year free high speed 

broadband internet from Digicel+.

This intervention brings us one step closer to our objective to bridge the digital divide and increase access 

to the internet and technology, for youth and marginalised communities.  

CULTURE AND TECHNOLOGYDIGITAL CITIZENSHIP

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DyqNBBZq8ow
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The DigiKids Tech Incubator camp was designed by NGO partner – Restore a Sense of I Can 

(RSC), to empower youth to become digital creators. Campers were exposed to coding, cyber security, 

artificial intelligence, web development, robotics, augmented reality, video editing and virtual reality.  

Initiatives such as these allow enthusiastic youth to learn functional digital literacy and gain marketable 

skills, giving them a solid foundation to successfully participate in the digital world.

DIGIKIDS TECH INCUBATORDIGITAL CITIZENSHIP
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Team Digicel is at the heart of our operations.

Out staff engagement strategy aims to encourage volunteerism, connect staff to social causes and 

empower our teams to create an impact in the communities we serve.  This year, through our #RedArmy 

we had representation at the Down Syndrome Family Networks’ Buddy Walk, got our hands dirty at the 

International Coastal Clean-up, donated disposable diapers to commemorate 6 months of Cerebral Palsy, 

donated books and devices to orphanages and spread Christmas cheer to those in need. 

One of the key highlights this year was our story time at the park to commemorate World Literacy Day.  

Team Digicel read stories and made craft with students with special needs, at the city park along with the 

Mayor of Port of Spain.

THE HEART OF DIGICELSTAFF ENGAGEMENT
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THE HEART OF DIGICELSTAFF ENGAGEMENT



MEDIA WALL
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MEDIA WALL
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“WHER E  D I G I C E L  G ROWS

TH E  COMMUN I T I E S  A ROUND  I T

MU S T  G ROW  A S  WE L L . ”
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PricewaterhouseCoopers, PO Box 550, 11-13 Victoria Avenue, Port of Spain, 100902, Trinidad, West Indies 
T: (868) 299 0700, F: (868) 623 6025, www.pwc.com/tt 

 

Independent auditor’s report  
To the Board of Directors of Digicel Trinidad & Tobago Foundation 

Our opinion  
In our opinion, the special purpose financial statements of Digicel Trinidad & Tobago Foundation (the 
Foundation) are prepared, in all material respects, in accordance with the accounting policies described in 
Note 2 to the special purpose financial statements. 

What we have audited 
The Foundation’s special purpose financial statements comprise: 

 the statement of financial position as at 31 March 2024; 
 the statement of income and expenditure for the year then ended; 
 the statement of changes in equity for the year then ended; 
 the statement of cash flows for the year then ended; and 
 the notes to the special purpose financial statements, which include significant accounting policies 

and other explanatory information.  

Basis for opinion  
We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (ISAs). Our 
responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditor’s responsibilities for the audit of 
the special purpose financial statements section of our report.  

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for 
our opinion.  

Independence 
We are independent of the Foundation in accordance with the International Code of Ethics for 
Professional Accountants (including International Independence Standards) issued by the International 
Ethics Standards Board for Accountants (IESBA Code). We have fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities 
in accordance with the IESBA Code. 

Emphasis of Matter - Basis of accounting and restriction on distribution and use  
We draw attention to Note 2 to the special purpose financial statements, which describes the basis of 
accounting. The special purpose financial statements are prepared to assist the board of directors in 
meeting the requirements of the Non-Profit Organisations Act, 2019. As a result, the special purpose 
financial statements may not be suitable for another purpose.  
Our report is intended solely for Digicel Trinidad & Tobago Foundation and should not be distributed to or 
used by parties other than Digicel Trinidad & Tobago Foundation. Our opinion is not modified in respect to 
this matter. 
 



 

(3) 

Responsibilities of management and those charged with governance for the 
special purpose financial statements  
Management is responsible for the preparation of these special purpose financial statements in 
accordance with the accounting policies described in Note 2 to the special purpose financial statements, 
and for such internal control as management determines is necessary to enable the preparation of special 
purpose financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.  

In preparing the special purpose financial statements, management is responsible for assessing the 
Foundation’s ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going 
concern and using the going concern basis of accounting unless management either intends to liquidate 
the Foundation or to cease operations, or has no realistic alternative but to do so.  

Those charged with governance are responsible for overseeing the Foundation’s financial reporting process. 

Auditor’s responsibilities for the audit of the special purpose financial statements 
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the special purpose financial 
statements as a whole are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an 
auditor’s report that includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a 
guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with ISAs will always detect a material misstatement 
when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in 
the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on 
the basis of these special purpose financial statements.  

As part of an audit in accordance with ISAs, we exercise professional judgment and maintain professional 
scepticism throughout the audit. We also: 

 Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the special purpose financial statements, 
whether due to fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and 
obtain audit evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The risk of 
not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, 
as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of 
internal control.  

 Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures 
that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the 
effectiveness of the Foundation’s internal control.  

 Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting 
estimates and related disclosures made by management.  

 Conclude on the appropriateness of management’s use of the going concern basis of accounting and, 
based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to events or 
conditions that may cast significant doubt on the Foundation’s ability to continue as a going concern. If 
we conclude that a material uncertainty exists, we are required to draw attention in our auditor’s report 
to the related disclosures in the special purpose financial statements or, if such disclosures are 
inadequate, to modify our opinion. Our conclusions are based on the audit evidence obtained up to 
the date of our auditor’s report. However, future events or conditions may cause the Foundation to 
cease to continue as a going concern.  

We communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, the planned scope 
and timing of the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in internal 
control that we identify during our audit. 
 

 
 
Port of Spain 
Trinidad, West Indies 
3 June 2024
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Digicel Trinidad & Tobago Foundation

Statement of Income and Expenditure
(Expressed in Trinidad and Tobago Dollars)

Year ended
31 March

2024 2023
Notes $ $

Donations 4 6,573,250 5,062,500

Expenses
Project expenses (3,156,681) (3,518,066)
Salaries (1,912,539) (1,813,641)
Other operating expenses (269,641) (209,654)

5 (5,338,861) (5,541,361)Total expenses

Net income/(loss) or the year 1,234,389 (478,861)

The notes on pages 8 to 10 are an integral part of these special purpose financial statements.
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Digicel Trinidad & Tobago Foundation 
 
Statement of Changes in Equity 
(Expressed in Trinidad and Tobago Dollars) 
 

 Accumulated  
 fund 
 $ 

 
Year ended 31 March 2024 
 
Balance at beginning of year      288,719 
 
Net income for the year      1,234,389 
 
Balance at 31 March 2024      1,523,108 
 
 
Year ended 31 March 2023 
 
Balance at beginning of year      767,580 
 
Net loss for the year      (478,861) 
 
Balance at 31 March 2023      288,719 
 
 
The notes on pages 8 to 10 are an integral part of these special purpose financial statements. 
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Digicel Trinidad & Tobago Foundation 
 
Statement of Cash Flows 
(Expressed in Trinidad and Tobago Dollars) 
 

 Year ended 
  31 March 
  2024 2023 
  $ $ 
 
Cash flows from operating activities 
 Net income/(loss) for the year  1,234,389  (478,861) 
 
Changes in operating liability 
 Increase in sundry payables  34,769  21,927 
 
Net cash generated from/(used in) operating activities  1,269,157  (456,934) 
 
Net increase/(decrease) in cash and cash equivalents   1,269,157  (456,934) 
 
Cash and cash equivalents at beginning of year  609,946  1,066,880 
 
Cash and cash equivalents at end of year  1,879,103  609,946 
 
Represented by: 
 Cash at bank and at hand   1,879,103  609,946 
 
 
The notes on pages 8 to 10 are an integral part of these special purpose financial statements. 
 



Digicel Trinidad & Tobago Foundation 
 
Notes to the Special Purpose Financial Statements 
31 March 2024 
(Expressed in Trinidad and Tobago dollars) 
 

(8) 

1 General information 

The Foundation was incorporated in the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago on 4 May 2007 as a non-
profit entity and its registered office is situated at 11C Maraval Road, Port of Spain.  

 
Purpose 

The business of the Foundation is registered as the following: 
 

To provide funding to individuals and organisations involved in the following: 

a. Activities of a patriotic, philanthropic, charitable, educational, artistic, social and / or sporting nature; 
and 

b. Activities designed to effect positive changes in communities. 
 

All activities along this line were started by the Foundation at the beginning of the 2014 financial year.  
 

Funding 
 
The primary source of funding for the Foundation is from donations made by Digicel (Trinidad & Tobago) 
Limited. 

 
 
2 Significant accounting policies 

 
The principal accounting policies applied in the preparation of these special purpose financial 
statements are set out below.  These policies have been consistently applied to all the years presented. 

 
a. Basis of preparation 

These special purpose financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost basis 
and are expressed in Trinidad and Tobago dollars. 

 
b. Foreign currency translation 

(i) Functional and presentation currency 

The Foundation’s “functional and presentation currency” is Trinidad and Tobago dollars, 
which is the currency of the primary economic environment in which the Foundation 
operates. 

 
(ii) Foreign currency transactions 

Foreign currency transactions are translated into the functional currency using the 
exchange rates prevailing at the date of the transactions. Foreign currency exchange gains 
and losses resulting from the settlement of such transactions and from the translation of 
monetary assets and liabilities denominated in foreign currencies at year-end average 
exchange rates are recognised in the statement of income and expenditure. 

 
c. Cash and cash equivalents 

Cash and cash equivalents are carried in the statement of financial position at cost. For the 
purposes of the cash flow statement, cash and cash equivalents comprise cash at bank and at hand. 
 



Digicel Trinidad & Tobago Foundation 
 
Notes to the Special Purpose Financial Statements (continued) 
31 March 2024 
(Expressed in Trinidad and Tobago dollars) 
 

(9) 

2 Significant accounting policies (continued) 
 

d. Taxation 

The Foundation is an approved charitable organisation and does not earn income from trade or from 
donations under covenant. The Foundation therefore does not earn any taxable income.  

 
e. Sundry payables 

Sundry payables are obligations on the basis of normal credit terms and do not bear interest. They 
are accounted for on an accruals basis. 

 
 f. Income 

The Foundation’s primary source of income is from corporate donations received from the Digicel Group 
of companies, and from restricted and unrestricted grants received from national and international non-
profit organisations.  The Foundation recognises these donations and or grants as income when 
received. 

 
g. Expenditure 

Project and other operating expenses are accounted for on the accruals basis. 
 
 
3 Sundry payables 

  2024 2023 
  $ $ 

 
Amount payable to Staff  355,995  321,227 

 
 
4 Donations 
 

Digicel (Trinidad & Tobago) Limited  5,670,000  5,062,500 
Shell Trinidad & Tobago Limited   291,250  -- 
The Trinidad & Tobago Association of the Church of Jesus Christ 

of Latter-Day Saints  612,000  -- 
 
  6,573,250  5,062,500 
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5 Expenses by nature 
  2024 2023 
  $ $ 

 
Salaries  1,912,539  1,813,641 
Community development  1,196,685  1,481,562 
Digital Citizenship  736,247  -- 
Special needs  563,182  1,113,079 
Other Operating Expenses  930,209  1,133,079 

 
  5,338,862  5,541,361 

 
 
6 Subsequent events 

 
There are no subsequent events for the year ended 31 March 2024. 
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